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Dear Sit'S,

As a produce recai\ler 811ddiSb".ibutoroftnb-le grapes, 1 muSt express my opposition to the
USDA propOsal thar WQuJdC$1abJ}$ha $pedal j"/o allowance for shanered tabll/:grapes In
CO'£)Sl,t1\1ercontainers fot' en TOute,or at destinati.on. In addit.ion to shatt~r, tbis propo$al
also m.ises the 1:oJl;':rnnoele1velby 5% tbr othlj!tdefeots,. J;]i,e1!ClG.rringand ~8ool~l"G.tjon.The
indepratdeT1twholesideltermins1 market segment ofthe ind\J$tryis disproportionately
impa.cted by t11lsprQPoAt and it does not yet take into account recent ,aeorifro researob.
indiMting shattered Uablesr.apes are m,Qre!JUsoeptibl.eto bigber bacttmal counts. resulting
in TedUQiQsnelrlf£"e.-Q\'erall, tl1i$.propo.saIwiU $jgl1it1c~ntlywea~n tho tJ-S- No. 'I Qrade.

PACA GQod Delivery ToJenD~
Under thit proposa!. shattered berries wonkl not 00 scored a~nst t11ecurrent J2% tota3
tol~r8-(\c:efor d~ts jn the D.S No.1 grade UDtiI1i1eamount of shattered berries ti1'!'t
exeeeds the special 5% l11towa;nco,thus increasing to1~nce to 11%. An additionat
toternnce Of 3~"'awoulcJ be added to the totJtI in 9it~latioJ'1Swhere PACA "goQd d~liyer1'
tOl~Mnces appLy. ror a. grand total QfZOOlv,

M a wholesale TeCe1V1i1t,my CQmpaEIYwould be held .to the U. $. Grade Standard, and
have tQ accept up to 20% shatter at th.e wholesale rectiving point, Additional ~ would
be required for 1,]5to resell the gJ;1l.pesto Qretailer, during which. tirno the shattwr prooess
wiU c::ontinLle.By nw time the gnipes make it through the retailer's distribution prcw;esa.
~~I day~ could pJSS- It is entirely possJble tbat shatter QOuldfar C(ceecl 20% by the
time the grapes are p1JtChasedby a con&u,mer.

rroJl!raUC~,In(.reIl508fOI"Other- D.fect9 Tuo-
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Cuwmdy. in:ardQr to meet "'"good~~., stan.chuQ~ the tolenu1oe alJoWJfor 15%
defccb. (ha.p~ a:rriving with 5% IIhiiltter~u ~5a h.a,ve:up tQ )0% SC~ITinsand
di~l;I]ora.tion and stiIJpass uSOod dt:livcry'" standards.
Under this proposal, up to 5% shatter wou1dfl't be scored, wbloh means t1u.t up to 15% of
tIle grapes could also bive def~t$ such as sce.rriug ami discoloration. and th~ load wouJd
still quaIiiYfbt"good cieHvery,"

Jndepudent Wholesale Receivers WOUldbe Hardest Hit
A ~i-=t_11;IrP1!j.o.rity~tB.b1c srnpe$ in ~rner plW~ ~1I;eb-ei;ngscAdUlrough the lB1&er
r81:al1cha.ln~and major wbolesale complUrles, whIch typiea11yhave tlulir own specificatiQns
rega.rdios the 3mOUntof'sbatter a,gd other defects they will acoopt. MMt of1heU'
specifications. arefa.rmore stringent 1han those required in tbe US #1 i;ra.de. Of "'good
deliyery~'standQrds. Orape&not meeting these 'tightcorporate $pecitiL"'.8.tiomrlikelytnd. up
in tbe hsnd$ at6maUm independlllT1twnalesale receivers;, l'ttese recejver~ bec.8.QS8Of
market preGSu~. are ~ld to the U.S. Grade Standards, Therefore, increasing the
1ol~co for sbanerfde:f~ in the US. :iUgcKIe ,,,,,]11have <!~pr'ol'ortionatD1yhighe:
impact on independentwholesalereceivers. The sggregated volume ofthe ind~pcnden[-
wholesaJ.e.r&ceiverclll:I.OMlrepresents a relatively sma.l1pel'.;:ent. of the 101:81'Volumeof
table grapes sold in coosumer sb:e containers.

Mo~ Stlscepdb). to 1\GcI-obioIogkOOGromh 3nd Reduoeed shelf Life
In my experW1ce,shatter table grupctt have ~ shQrter shelf Jifb tl:u1nthoce: remaicmg firmly
a.ttB.ct1edto the &1~m, For ttrls TCDSOn..loads contairn.oa )1iM~raJ'JWountsof ~~tter
command tower prices in the market than tho&ewith very Jittle- Grapes that naturally
detacl} from t.n,,,cap ~eJn are past tl1ck prime and beginning their slide toward lipojj~~
ilPeSutlC8-y.As s~ berries sse- we now know they are more susceptible 10
micrObiclogical contatninldon, whicl. further reduces'tbeir sM1iJUe.

1'ne North Ameriean P~sbable Agricultural R.eceivers (N APAR), a trade association of
which 1).'1)'~mpm1y JS~,mem\)(;t'~tOD1mimoned Deibel. Laboratories to condu.ct
microbiological t~st$ 00 gewraJ varieties of table gmpes tQ detennio~ any dIfferences in
microbio1cgicaJ growtlt betWeen 5ha.tter8rId bunched gtapes. These tests reve&1eda
1~tlc:eable difference a:crclng«ated tempetatures 8.l1adetemJined tblo'ttshlltter grapes
would hw'e molter she1fnre peMds. 1hope tJSDA considl!n this data in its eyaluatiQn.of
this. p1'QposaJ.

A 5% AUowaa..;eWenkens tbe Standard .

Addin.g it :5% allowance tor ahattered berrle$ to an ~eting toleran.cc ot' 12%) I!Lmol.1nts.to a.
whcppiJ1S 4]~7% hlcres.'S1ain al10wable shatter/der~s for tbe U.S.No.l Orade. An earlier
proposal to.CrfitrteIi u.peojl'd1rJDohaDowuce for e]13tterwa$ withdrawn Or USDA on
6/2{j107- In its own statement in.the Federal Registw- at that 'rime, USD;\ AMS jndicated
tmtt a 10% allowance fOT$batter would Ic veaken the standard And reduce ootl$1.Jmer
c.onfidence of the srI-de, ~ AlthQugh a S% allowance woulc:lonJy weaken the standard half
as much! it stili weakensit ,. by up to 41_7%.
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I don't bcUe,,~ Pl'opQl1entsoftbis propoaalintended to put tn.dependent whoIessJe
recciYt;n at a distinct corl1petitive ili:sadvaJJ(age.nor did anyooc iItten:tlfQf tlJBproposal to
increltSC!:the l(Ilerance fbr defecm other than. sl1al1M~bur those are the OJnsequenoos. Na
one bet1etits by trying to fb1~ contUrn@.!'"to 3.00~' aonta.irter'co.ttabl.e gtapes with 2(jD/~
or more, foiling around the bouQrn. of'~ We an loose whert the integrity oftbe grade is
we:a.k«Ied.

$m.:ere1y, ~
~4~

PraeCLQ.~D.,~~rs. s-W8~o~ .
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